CHAPTER XI

THE CLOSE OF THE MIDDLE AGES

1285-1314 Reign of Philip IV, the Fair.
1302 First assembly of Estates.
1328 Philip VI, first king of the Valois line.
1346 Defeat at Grecy.
1356 Defeat at Poitiers.
1364-80 Reign of Charles V.
1379-1415 Great Schism.

1415 Defeat at Agincourt
1429-31 Joan of Arc.

1453 End of the Hundred Years' War.
1461-83 Reign of Louis XI.

1480-2 Annexation of Anjou, Provence, and Burgundy.
1484 Assembly of the States General at Tours.

APOLITICAL  EVENTS  OF  THE  FOURTEENTH AND
FIFTEENTH   CENTURIES

THE essential features of the characteristic civilization evolved
by the French nation were established by the end of the thirteenth
century. The two following centuries form a period of transition,
in the sense that feudalism was breaking up, while the monarchical
regime was not yet established. Society was still living upon the
creations of the two previous centuries; the only innovations of
importance were of a political character, affecting the army,
taxation, political assemblies, and judicial procedure.

Almost all the kings were still warriors who fought in person,
from Philip the Fair down to Charles VIIL But twice already
a new type of king had appeared, who dressed like a bourgeois,
surrounded himself with bourgeois, occupied himself with nothing
but accounts, and had ideas of his own about government: these
were Charles V in the fourteenth century and Louis XI in the
fifteenth.

The series of kings succeeding directly their fathers had gone